Fifth Sunday of the Great Fast
Sunday of Saint Mary of Egypt

Icon of Saint Mary and Saint Zosimos

Fifth Sunday of the Great Fast / Mary of Egypt

April 2, 2017

Glory to Jesus Christ! Our Bishop, clergy, religious and faithful welcome you to St. Stephen
Cathedral. We are delighted that you have joined us for our Divine Liturgy. Our Church follows
the teachings of Jesus Christ as found in the Gospel and passed on to us through the teachings
of the Apostles and Tradition. If you are looking for a spiritual home, try our Cathedral parish. If
you have questions, feel free to ask any of our clergy and religious. Join us again soon! God bless
you!

This Week’s Liturgy Schedule

Sun. 4/2
FIFTH SUNDAY OF THE GREAT FAST / MARY OF EGYPT Tone 5
Sat. 5:00 PM For Our Parishioners, Benefactors and Friends
(Fr. Joe)
Sun. 8:00 AM +Paul Prokopchak by GCU Lodge 999
(Fr. Diodoro)
Sun. 10:00 AM +Dominick Jendrisak by Joanie Mahar
(Fr. David)
Mon. 4/3
8:00 AM

Our Venerable Father and Confessor Nicetas, Hegumenof Medikion
Matins of Alleluia
(Fr. Joe)

Tue. 4/4
8:00 AM

Our Venerable Fathers Joseph the Hymnographer and George of Maleon
Terce and Sext
(Fr. David)

Wed. 4/5
7:00 PM
		

The Holy Martyrs Theodulus and Agathopodes and their Companions
Liturgy of the Pre-Sanctified Gifts
(Fr. David)
Dominick Jendrisak by Joanie Mahar

Thu. 4/6
7:00 PM
		

Our Holy Father Eutyches, Archbishop of Constantinople
Liturgy of the Pre-Sanctified Gifts (Office of Readings transferred from Friday)
+Dominick Jendrisak by Joanie Mahar
(Fr. Joe)

Fri. 4/7		
Our Venerable Father George, Bishop of Mitylene
		
No Liturgy of the Pre-Sanctified Gifts
5PM-7PM
Lenten Fish Fry & Pirohi Dinner
					
Sat. 4/8		
Lazarus Saturday
9:00 AM
Special Intention
Sun. 4/9
FLOWERY SUNDAY / PALM SUNDAY Festal Tone
Sat. 5:00 PM For Our Parishioners, Benefactors and Friends
Sun. 8:00 AM +Richard J. Ramaglia by Donald Sopiak Family
Sun. 10:00 AM Special Intention
*Blessing of Palms & Pussywillows with Procession before each Liturgy

(Bishop John)

(Fr. David)
(Fr. Joe)
(Fr. Diodoro)

Coming Events – Mark Your Calendars
Tuesday, April 4- Visits to the Homes of the Ill & the Infirmed with Anointing & Eucharist
Friday, April 7- Fish Fry & Pirohi Dinner in Parish Hall from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM
Sunday, April 9- Last time to pick up your Bake Sale Items: 9:00 AM – 12 Noon
Friday, April 28- GCU Rummage Sale in the Parish Hall: 6 AM – 1 PM
Sunday, April 23- 50th Parish Jubilee Committee Meeting after the 9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
(Half-hour meeting so members can attend St. Thomas Day Pot Luck)
Sunday, April 23- St. Thomas Easter Food Pot Luck & April Birthday & Anniversaries
In Parish Hall after the 9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
Sunday, April 30- Parish Advisory Council Meeting in Rectory Office after the 9:00 AM Liturgy
Sunday, May 7- ECF Picnic in the Parish Hall after the 9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
Sunday, May 13- Mother’s Day Tea from 11:30 AM to 2:00 PM in the Parish Hall
Sponsored by GCU Lodge 999

Our Weekly Gifts to the Lord—May the Lord bless your kindness and generosity!

Saturday: 5:00 PM: 12 Sunday: 8:00 AM: 45 Sunday: 10:00 AM: 103
				
Tithes: $2300.00 Candles: $80.00 Donations: $81.38 Easter Flowers: 60.00
Bishop’s Appeal: $475.00 Coffee Social: $78.00 Gift Shop: $52.00 Rent: $600.00
Holy Day (Annunciation):$186.00 Accordion Club: $180.00 Bake Sale: $344.75
Anaheim Loan Payment: $225.23 Funeral: $150.00 Rectory Reimbursement: $600.00
Staples Refund: $19.52 Fish Fry: $1810.00 Bishop’s Appeal: $1033.00
Total: $7,799.98

This Week’s Candle Intentions

Resurrection: +Mother Angelica by Joseph Gallucci

Special Intentions: Erwin Armada, Barbara Dugan, Joanie Mahar, Helen Furka, Vincent Rice,
McCarthy Family, Gemma Hillman, Marti Lopez, Kathleen Linkowsky, Betty Geletey, Richard
Gable, Robert King, Margaret Kunak, Ann Ryan, Chris Faix, Robyn Foy and Elaine Browne.
May the Lord rest His healing hand on His servants and hear their requests:
Mary Rabayda, Jane Walsh, Steve Durkit, Dorothy Dumnich, Richard Reese, Chris Balsz, Mary
Lou Clark, Sr. Christopher, OSBM, Dorothy Bezeredi, Carlene Eneroth, Fred Way, Audrey Noble,
Sharon White, Nancy Sandrock, Marlene Rolling, Bob Dugan, Cathy Milko, Cathy Simpson,
Michael Dougherty, Widad Butty, Kris Lara, Mike Chapa, Mark D. Chapa, Noa Lee Chapa, Teresa
Blanc, Clementina Mendoza, Dolores Balcazar, Vivian Rodarte, Nicholas Stefaniak Jr., Marie
Mika, Mary Popovich, Betty Iwinski, Anne Peterson, Dan Palaschak, Michael Sherwood, Christina Toth, Alice Garcia, Liz Kol, Sopiak Families, John DeCenso, Anthony Diaz, Michael Diaz
and Matthew Diaz.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHANGES TO THE WEEKEND LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

One Sunday Liturgy at 9:00 AM starting April 23, 2017

After praying, discerning and consulting with the Parish Advisory Council, it has been decided to
consolidate the Sunday Liturgies. Beginning Thomas Sunday, April 23, there will no longer be two
Divine Liturgies on Sunday. Instead, we will have one Divine Liturgy at 9:00 AM.
Saturday Vigil Vesper Divine Liturgy moving to 4:00 PM starting April 22, 2017
On the same weekend as the above change, we are modifying the time for the Saturday Vigil. Beginning Saturday, April 22, the Saturday Vesper Liturgy will start 4:00 PM instead of 5:00 PM.
We apologize for the inconvenience these changes may cause. We pray and hope that you will
understand that they are necessary to strengthen St. Stephen’s attendance, to welcome visitors to a
fuller church, and to bring us together as a parish family of God.
CURRENT BISHOP’S APPEAL
Parish Goal: $29,700.00 Pledges Received: $12,780.00 (34 Households)
Pledge Payments - $10,528.00 Pledge Amount Needed to Reach Goal: $16,920.00
Avg. Pledge To Date- $375.88
*Please note that instead of requesting $200.00 per family, the eparchy is kindly asking for a pledge
of $275.00 per family to allow the eparchy to continue funding programs within our eparchy. It
has been 20 years that we have asked for $200.00 and it’s now time to upgrade that to meet the rising cost of programs from 20 years ago.
OUR CATHEDRAL TO RECEIVE LITURGICAL ITEMS DONATED BY GENEROUS BENEFACTORS Through the kindness of generous benefactors, our cathedral parish will receive a set
of 2 sand candle stands below the solea, a baptismal font and a holder for the shroud of Christ and
the shroud of the Dormition. Thank you to our benefactors. God grant them many happy and
blessed years.
GREAT LENT FOOD DRIVE This Lenten season we would like to obtain donations for these
specific items. They will go to help low-income families with small children and
low-income senior citizens who live on a fixed income. Please bring the following on
April 9, rice or beans. May God bless your generosity! Thank you.

FISH FRY & PIROHI PARISH FUND RAISERS. We greatly appreciate the dedication and effort
of those who came to work this event. We are always in need of more workers. The sign- up sheet
for volunteers to work is in the Parish Hall.
Future Fish Fry & Pirohi Dinners will take place from 5 PM to 7 PM on:
Friday, April 7
REMEMBER TO PLACE YOUR BAKE SALE ORDER Please place your bake sale order as soon
as possible. All rolls, paska and holupki have been made and no more will be made. Next Sunday
April 9 from 9 AM to Noon is the last pick up date!!!
2017 MYRRH BEARERS RETREAT for women and girls will take place at the Franciscan Renewal Center in Scottsdale from Friday, June 23 to Sunday, June 25. Brochures and retreat registration forms will be coming soon. For more information please see Sr. Jean Marie.
ALIVE IN CHRIST 2017 This year’s Alive in Christ will be held at Prescott Pine Christian Camp
in Prescott, Arizona beginning Thursday, July 6 at 2:30 PM and concluding on Sunday, July 9 at
1:00 PM. The theme of the this year’s spiritual retreat camp is
“Theosis Through Liturgy: “The Work of the People and “Their God.” All applicable forms and
payments are due by May 12, 2017. Checks are to be made payable to “Byzantine Catholic Eparchy
of Phoenix”. If you are interested, please pick up one of the yellow forms at the entrance table in
church.
A HUGE THANKS to all the volunteers who came to work at the Fish Fry & Pirohi Dinner on the
fifth Friday of Great Lent.
EASTER FLOWER DONORS: John & Audrey Bacha - +John & Mary Sedlock,
+John & Mary Bacha; Irma Barro – Rosa Barro, Josefina Carranza, Ashley Gudino;
Widad Butty - +Sammy,+Aziz, +Sabeh, +Nafeh, +Lazim, +Hazim, Nathan, Samantha, Brenden,
Bailey; Martin Dec - +Frank & Mary Dec; Helen Furka - +Alex & Baba Shott, +George Furka;
Joseph Gallucci - +Fr. Kenneth Walker, +Fr. Jacques Hamel, +Fr. Wes Izer,
The Gallucci Family, The O’Connor Family; Alice Garcia - +J. Dorothy Jones, +Edna A. Lopez,
+Helen Garn, +John Francis and Darcine Lee, +Sr. Alphonsa Danovich; William & Teressa Hoy +Irene & Jamy Hoy, +Pernick Family; Anthony Kinyon - +Phyllis Curtis, +Ethel Kinyon, Kimberlee Curtis, Irma Barro, Kristee Kinyon; Thomas & Elizabeth Kol – Kunak & Kol Families;
Gerald & Janice Mundall - +Agness Marie Wiesner, +Tom Munson, Don Munson; Michael &
Mary Jo Pazak - +Johanna Pazak, +Stephen Pazak, +Angeline Trainer, +James Trainer, +Tom
Pazak, +Mary Pazak, +Andy Pazak; Peter & Carma Reiss - + Family Members; Chrinstine Toth –
Nicholas Toth Jr., Mary B. Wickliffe, Cathleen Matlosz, Cheryl Thomson; Kay Wimberg - +Henry
Wimberg, +Vincent Wimberg, +Ann Danglemeier, +Alice Wiskirchen, +Larry Wirskichen,
+Larrie Ann Theis, +Ann & Frank Drewe, +All My Grandparents; Kenneth & Rebecca Roberts +Martha Mary Roberts, +Martin Anthony Roberts; Dan & Collene Canter - +Fr. Wes

PARISH ADVISORY MEETING Sunday, April 30, 2017 in the Rectory Office after the 9:00 AM
Divine Liturgy.
Preparations are well under way for the 50th Jubilee Celebration. A special
event will be held each month beginning June, 2017 and concluding June, 2018.
To date the events in progress are: Thursday, June 22, 2017, Moleben to St. Stephen at 5:00 PM with dinner to follow. All of the clergy from our Eparchy will be
present. On Saturday, July 29, 2017, a service project “Feed My Starving Children” is being sponsored. See the fliers to register. During the month of August,
you are encouraged to attend one of the Pilgrimages. Let us join in “Proclaiming a Year of Grace.”
Next meeting for the 50th Planning Committee is Sunday, April 23rd after the 9:00 AM Divine
Liturgy. Committee members are asked to please bring your ideas on the following topic so as
to expedite the meeting: Anniversary Booklet ideas: What should the format be? What pictures?
Getting Sponsors? What articles?
THOMAS SUNDAY EASTER FOOD POT LUCK: SUNDAY APRIL 23
It was brought to the attention of the clergy at the last Parish Advisory Council meeting that there
was a custom here at St. Stephen’s to have a breakfast pot luck with Easter foods on Thomas Sunday following the Divine Liturgy and Breaking of Artos Bread. We will do that this year and we ask
parishioners to kindly bring some of the Easter food: ham, kolbasi, paska (bread), Easter eggs, etc.
and we will provide some food from the parish. There is a sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall. This
will be the first Sunday of our 9:00 AM Sunday Divine Liturgy so it will be a great way to gather
socially after we have worshipped together.
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS + John Koshute of Windber, PA who passed away
March 29th. He was the father of our parishioner Carol Matse.

BACK TO THE GARDEN
A LENTEN JOURNEY THROUGH GENESIS
Monday of Fifth Week of the Great Fast
Genesis 13: 12-18
Abraham and Lot went their separate ways. Their servants weren’t getting along, and this division
was in the best interest of both parties. It’s the same with us sometimes. Sure, we see the ideal as
unity, friendship, getting along, and community. Sadly in our fallen world, this is not always possible. The Bible says, “Bad company corrupts good morals”
(1 Corinthians 15:33). This is the spiritual principle of association. That is to say, you will become like the people with whom you spend your time. If you spend your time with intellectuals,
you will become more intellectual. If you spend your time with lazy people you will become lazy.
If you spend time with godless and immoral people you will become like them. If you surround
yourself with faithful believers you will tend to become more faithful yourself.
Sometimes people think that they will be a force for good in an ungodly situation. “I can go to
that party or that concert or spend time with that group, and I will be a positive influence. “ On
rare occasions that may be true. Perhaps for someone who is a natural that may be true. Perhaps
someone who is a natural leader, or a person very strong in their faith, will be able to elevate the
conversation. But more realistically, we have to watch out for associating with people who are going to drag us down.
The principle of association is a Christian and biblical principle. The Israelites in the Old Testament repeatedly fell away from God and into serious sin because they wanted to be like the pagan
nations that surrounded them. Much of the whole Old Testament religious system
was intended to keep God’s people separate from the destructive lifestyle of their neighbors.
Holiness, sanctification, and separateness are all the same concept. When God called Israel in the
Old Testament and the Church in the New Testament to holiness, he was calling them to separate
themselves from the anti-God environment in which they lived. The New Testament word often
translated “church” in the original Greek is ecclesia, literally the “called out”.
The need for separation is also just plain common sense. Parents warn their children about getting involved with the wrong crowd. Twelve step programs like Alcoholics Anonymous urge
participants to avoid the “people, places, and things” that may tempt them to relapse into their
self-destructive habits. The saints, mystics, and spiritual teachers of the Christian tradition tell us
to avoid the “near occasions of sin.”

So, if I really want to follow Christ and avoid things that will influence me toward sin, there are
certain people or certain types of people that I need to stay away from. There are activities, movies, music and other forms of entertainment that I should avoid. That’s what we learn from Abram
and Lot.
For Reflection:
What do I need to separate myself from in order to live out my faith in Christ to the full? Ask
for the grace to make that choice. Have I been a positive influence on others? Thank God for the
grace that allowed this happen.
Tuesday of the Fifth Week of the Great Fast
Genesis 15:1-15
The best reason to believe something, is because God himself, the source of reality and truth, tells
us that it is so. Our five senses inform us of the world around us but we know that our five senses
can be mistaken. But when God informs us of something, there can be no mistake, for God cannot lie. When we accept something by faith, we are accepting it because God says it is so. That is
a lot different than believing because our parents told us, or because certain beliefs comfort us in
life’s trials.
Faith that takes God at his word is an act of worship. It honors God. It says, “God, I know that
you are Truth itself, and cannot lie or be deceived, and therefore I accept what you say, even if my
five senses cannot perceive it.” Skepticism and questioning are praiseworthy when we question
our own opinions or perceptions, because we humbly acknowledge that we can be mistaken. But
skepticism and questioning what God says is an insult to the Creator. To doubt something that
God has revealed implies that God Himself is not trustworthy, not reliable, and not faithful.
All throughout the Bible, God demonstrates that he is pleased with faith and grieved by doubt and
unbelief. The sin of our first parents, Adam and Eve, was essentially a sin of not accepting and assenting to God’s word. God told them not to do something, and the serpent got them to question
what God told them. “Has God really said?” he asked (Genesis 3:1). Adam and Eve doubted the
word of the most trustworthy Being in the universe and lost everything. The Israelites who came
out of Egypt wandered for forty years and died in the wilderness because they doubted that God
would do for them what he had promised. In the Gospels, Jesus is often grieved by the unbelief of
his own followers, and praises people who have faith.

Believing what God says doesn’t make us automatic saints, and spirituality must go deeper than
just intellectual assent to the content of the Bible and the Creed, but intellectual assent is the place
to start. Start saying, “I believe it because God say so.” How do I know that God is a Trinity, that
Jesus is the incarnate God who died for our salvation and rose from the dead, that the Catholic
Church is the true Church, that there is a judgement, a heaven and a hell, that there are angels and
demons? I know that these things are true because God says so, whether I’ve personally experienced them or not. Without this basic intellectual assent to the truths of the Word of God we can’t
begin to grow spirituality. “Without faith it is impossible to please God” (Hebrews 11:6).
For Reflection:
If faith means believing what God says, then how can I grow in faith? Where do I go to hear
God’s word? Where do I go to hear God’s word? What other voices am I listening to that might
weaken or destroy my faith?
Wednesday of the Fifth Week of the Great Fast
Genesis 17: 1-9
“Walk before me and be perfect!” It was with these words that God addressed himself to Abram in
Genesis 17. It’s the mandate for all of us who follow Jesus Christ. The Lord said, “Be perfect, even
as your Father in heaven is perfect” (Matthew 5:48). The Almighty told the Israelites in the Old
Testament, “be holy, even as the Lord your God is holy” (Leviticus 11:45) Saint Peter echoes this
idea and applies it to us (1 Peter 1:16).
Perfection? Other Bible translations say, “Be blameless”. True moral perfection will never be ours
in this life. We will have to wait for heaven for that. But we must be constantly striving after perfection. St. Bernard of Clairvaux says that the only kind of perfection that is possible to achieve in
this world is the constant striving after perfection.
The old expression, “shoot for the moon’ if you miss you will land among the stars,” applies here.
We must aim high when it comes to our spiritual growth. There is no standing still in the spiritual
life. If we are not advancing, we are retreating. If we are not growing, we are wilting and shrinking. Either I am growing in perfection daily, growing in conformity to Christ, growing in holiness
of life, or I am falling backward. To prevent backsliding th saints tell us that we have to have a serious resolution to become a saint. Resolve to live in the sight of God, and live as blamelessly, and as
perfectly as possible.

Think about why God can ask this of you. Go to the food of Mount Calvary and see the Savior
suffering and dying to reconcile you to the eternal Father. Doesn’t he deserve our best efforts at
living a life pleasing to Him in every way? After all, what is the point of the services, the sacraments, the prayers and rites of the Church, if not to encourage us and empower us to live a pure
and blameless life? Why would Jesus give us the spiritual food of the Holy Eucharist if we were
not expending great efforts in seeking to conform ourselves to his holy law.
Make a decision that for the love of Christ you will seek to improve. Let’s seek to conquer our
bad temper, our impatience, our pride and self-centeredness. Remind yourself every day, “today
I strive to please God and walk perfectly before him.” You won’t succeed perfectly, but you’ll do
better than if you didn’t set your standards high.
Avoid discouragement. The old proverb “Rome wasn’t built in a day” applies to our resolution
to become a saint. St. Philip Neri said something similar, “to become a saint is not the work of
a single day.” When for the love of God we decide to strive for holiness, we will start to see how
often we fail. The danger is that discouragement may set in and then we throw in the towel. To
avoid discouragement we must realize that this endeavor is going to take a lot of time and effort,
a good confessor or spiritual advisor, some study, and a lot of grace.
God says, “Walk before me and be perfect!” Today is a good day to get started. Life is short and
soon we will be standing at the fearsome judgement seat of Christ, and then we will be glad that
we’ve made up our minds to become saints!
For Reflection:
What is the first thing in my life that would have to change in order to take God’s call to perfection seriously? What can I do today to begin to take the next step? Am I praying for the grace to
persevere from day to day or do I give up easily.
Thursday of the Fifth Week of the Great Fast
Genesis 18:20-23
I have searched among them for someone who would stand in the gap before me to keep me
from destroying the land’ but I found no one” (Ezekiel 22:30).
Abraham is an example of intercessory prayer. Intercessory prayer is petitioning God on behalf
of another person. Anytime we pray for someone else, for their physical healing, their success in
some project, their reconciliation with God, we are praying the prayer of intercession.

This is what Abraham was doing in today’s reading. God was about to pour out his righteous
judgement on Sodom and Gomorrah for their unspeakable crimes, and Abraham “stands in gap”
to try to avert the divine Justice. In this case, Abraham was unsuccessful, because the righteous in
those cities were so few.
Abraham, like Moses, Samuel, and others, were great intercessors for the People of God in the
Old Testament. In many ways they foreshadowed the greatest of all intercessors, our Lord Jesus
Christ, whom Saint Paul says, “always lives to make intercession for us” (Hebrews 7:25). The Lord
Jesus “stood in the gap” for sinful humanity when he died on the Cross as the atoning sacrifice for
the sins of the world. Our whole Christian faith and spirituality is centered on the supreme act of
intercession, that is the Cross. The great intercessory prayer of Jesus on the Cross is made present
and applied at every Divine Liturgy.
The Theotokos is, after the Lord Jesus Christ, the greatest intercessor in God’s plan of salvation.
After her entrance into heaven, she devotes herself to pray for her children who are in danger of
spiritual shipwreck and eternal loss. The saints and angels in heavenly glory also intercede for us
here on earth.
Now God is asking us to become intercessors. Perhaps we don’t see the favor of God poured out
on our friends and loved ones, because God is waiting for us to imitate Jesus, our Lady, the Angels and the Saints, in embracing the ministry of intercession. Parents see their children going
astray, losing their faith, and leaving the Church. We have friends and family who are enslaved to
sin, who have lost their faith, who are angry at God and the Church. Why does God allow these
things? Because the Heavenly Father is looking for someone to stand in the gap, but He finds no
one. We are not praying and interceding. Let us begin to pray for others. It is liberating to forget
about our own personal concerns and problems, and to start to assist others through the ministry
of intercessory prayer.
Let’s pray for our friends and enemies at the Divine Liturgy. Let’s remember them when we recite
our morning and evening prayers. We can pray psalms on their behalf. We can pray the Jesus
prayer or the Rosary, and call down God’s grace for them. The story of Abraham in today’s reading
reminds us of the power and importance of intercessory prayer.
For Reflection:
Do I regularly pray for other people? Who is on my list of people to pray for, and why? Could I
be more generous with my prayer for others? Am I humble enough to ask others to pray for me?
Where could I use the intercession of others in my life?

Friday of the Fifth Week of the Great Fast
Genesis 22:1-8
Abraham had given himself to God. Now was the time to prove his commitment. In asking for
his son Isaac, God was asking for Abraham’s heart, his very self. All that God had done for him,
and all that God would do for him in the future, was wrapped up in Isaac. To give up Isaac, Abraham had laid all of his hopes and dreams on the altar of sacrifice.
When God the Father so loved the world that he gave his only Son, he was giving his very self.
Saint Augustine explains the eternal begetting of the Son in this way: God has a perfect self-image
or self-concept, and that self-concept constitutes an eternally distinct second person, the person
of the Son. From this thought, we might conclude that when God gave his Son, in a sense He was
giving his very self. Soon, on Holy and Great Friday, we will be commemorating the day when the
Father gives up his very self in the person of his Son, Jesus Christ, at the cross.
The martyrs rejoiced to suffer and die for Christ, because Christ had suffered and died for them.
Married believers die to themselves and make the total gift of self to God through their spouse.
People who embrace the religious life make a total gift of self through living out a live of service to
God. Every Christian wants to make a total gift of self, because our Savior made a total gift of self
for us.
At our baptism we make a promise to reject the devil and his works and commit our lives to
Christ. What we are saying is that from now on, we will no longer live for ourselves, but for Christ.
If we were baptized as infants, it is important to renew this same promise as rational adults. If we
were baptized later in life, this commitment needs to be re-affirmed. It is easy to forget the most
momentous decision of our life. The most important decision of our life is our decision to give our
lives to Christ.
Abraham laying Isaac on the altar in sacrifice is a picture of God the Father sending his Son to die
for the world. But it is also a picture of each one of us being willing to sacrifice or give up whatever
is most dear to us if God so requires. It is a picture of the total gift of self.
In trials, tragedies, inconveniences, irritations, frustrations, and losses, God presents us with opportunities to give ourselves, as we pray, “not my will be done, but your will be done.” To sincerely
say, “your will be done” we have to surrender everything.
Isn’t this what Our Lord Jesus Christ meant when he said, “If anyone would come after me, let
him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me,” (Luke 9:23) and “any one of you who

does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:33)? Like Abraham who offered
Isaac, let us give our all to God.
For Reflection:
Have I surrendered my life to Christ? Am I living the total gift of self in my daily life? Is there
anything that God might be asking me to sacrifice for His sake right now? Am I praying for the
grace to be willing?
Fifth Sunday of the Great Fast / Mary of Egypt – Things for your Family to do!
St. Mary of Egypt’s Story - St. Mary’s life is a truly inspiring story of repentance. You can read
more about her life on the following Web site: www.monachos.net/content/patristics/patristictexts/182
Take a Hike - Go for a hike in a somewhat remote location. While there, talk about what it would
be like to live there for 47 years with none of the luxuries to which we are accustomed. Tell them
that this is exactly what Saint Mary of Egypt did to repent of her sins.
Confession - As we are quickly approaching Holy Week, now would be a good time to again encourage everyone in your family to go for confession. Take time to help you children understand
and prepare for this Sacrament. For understanding, take a long string and have your child hold one
end while the other end rests at an icon of Christ. Show them that when we sin we cut our connection to Christ; take a pair of scissors and cut the string. Next, show them that when we confess our
sins the connection is restored; tie the two pieces of string back together. Repeat this several times
until your children realize that each time you tie the string they move closer to Christ. Discuss
how confession not only repairs our broken connection but actually brings us closer to Christ. To
prepare, use the prayers in the “Our Faith” section of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
Web site (www.goarch.org).
Final Thought
When we show our wounds to the doctor, we mention our pains, our troubling, our illnesses without hiding anything, thus also in confession. We strip our soul, we reveal our wounds, we confess
our illness and our personal pain. If this does not occur, we will remain unhealed. Our wounds
will grow, the pollution and rotting will advance, the illness will continue undermining our being
and sooner or later will lead us to death.

A Closing Prayer
Holy mother, Mary, pray for us.
Intercede with the Creator on behalf of those who praise you, holy mother, that we may be delivered from the sufferings and afflictions which overwhelm us on all sides, that being delivered from
our temptations, we may unceasingly magnify the Lord Who glorified you.
- From the Canon of St. Andrew of Crete

SPECIAL SPONSORS

This space is available for advertisements to help subside the cost of the bulletin. If you know of a
business and/or an organization that would like to advertise in our bulletin please contact Fr. Diodoro for promotional rates. Thank you!
Vital Biz Group, PLLC		
Nicholas Stefaniak III, CPA
Strategies for Today’s Business
info@vitalbizgroup.com
Scottsdale AZ 85258 			
www.vitalbizgroup.com
480-526-7909 Office
602-577-4991 Cell
*************************************************************************************************
LOUIE’S ULTRA CLEANERS
WWW.LOUIESULTRACLEANERS.COM
Eco-friendly Dry Cleaning/ Alterations & Repairs/ Wedding Gown Preservation
Leather & Suede/ Household Items
4410 W. Union Hills Dr. Glendale, AZ 85308 (623) 582-4470 10855 N. Tatum Blvd. Phoenix AZ
85028
*************************************************************************************************
Q & A…email your questions: Who is the Byzantine Church?
When the Churches of Rome and Constantinople lost communion with one another, attempts to
reunite proved unsuccessful for various reasons, but there was a desire to regain unity. The Transcarpathian region of central Europe stands at the border of East and West and in 1646, Orthodox
Christians in the Austrian-Hungarian Empire re-established communion with Rome.
The Holy Protection of Mary Eparchy of Phoenix serves the western United States with the mission of passing on our Eastern Christian Faith and the Byzantine Tradition lived in full communion with the Church of Rome.
Founded by immigrants from the Transcarpathian region whose ancestors received the Gospel
message in their native tongue, our Church following this legacy and began celebrating the liturgical services in English, opening the doors to anyone drawn to Byzantine Liturgy, Theology and
Spirituality. As a result, the 19 parishes and multiple missions from Anchorage to San Diego along
the Coast, stretching as far east as Denver and everywhere in between are today comprised of
faithful, some are descendants of those original immigrants and many are pilgrims to the Byzantine Catholic Church. They may be from a Roman Catholic background, or converts from Protestantism or have no previous religious affiliation at all, but that which unites them is a love for
the Byzantine Catholic Faith handed down from the Apostles to Saints Cyril and Methodius and
to our Bishops today. We, the spiritual descendants of the missionary efforts of Saints Cyril and
Methodius, the Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Phoenix, strives to again and again turn our hearts
and the hearts of our neighbors in the Western US to Christ our God who enlightens, saves and
renews the whole world.

Fifth Sunday of the Great Fast
March 26, 2017
Glory to Jesus Christ!			
			
Glory to Him forever!
Saint Stephen Byzantine Catholic Cathedral
8141 North 16th Street, Front
Phoenix, Arizona 85020-3950
Office: 602.943.5379 Fax 602.997.4093
Website www.stsbcc.org					
Saturday Liturgy : 5:00 PM
Parish Advisory Council Served by:
Sunday Divine Liturgy: 8:00 AM & 10:00 AM
Mary Beth Foster
Sean Grimes
Weekday Services See Bulletin
Sr Jean Marie Cihota - Michelle Klinger
Served by: Most Rev. John S. Pazak, CSsR., Bishop
Joanie Mahar - Patty Marmol
Most Reverend Gerald N. Dino, Bishop Emeritus
			
Basil Rabayda - Luke Roll
Rev. Diodoro Mendoza,					
Rector - rectorss@eparchyofphoenix.org
Parish Finance Coucil served by:
Rev. Joseph Hutsko, Vice-Rector - huts1009@gmail.comDolores Sugent
Very Reverend Archpriest David M. Petras, Retired
John Montalvo III
Ted Cooke
Msgr. Kevin McCauliffe, In Residence
Stephanie Rimmer
Deacon John Montalvo - Deacon James Danovich
Sister Christopher, OSBM - Sister Jean Marie, OSBM
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