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28th SUNDAY of PENTECOST
(Scriptural text below taken from www.usccb.org/bible, United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops)
			

EPISTLE: COLOSSIANS 1:12-19

Giving thanks to the Father, who has made you fit to share in the inheritance of the holy ones
in light. He delivered us from the power of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of His
beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For in Him were created all things in heaven and on earth,
the visible and the invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers; all things
were created through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that
in all things he himself might be preeminent.

GOSPEL: LUKE 18:18-27
An official asked him this question, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus answered him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. You know the
commandments, ‘You shall not commit adultery; you shall not kill; you shall not steal; you shall
not bear false witness; honor your father and your mother.’” And he replied, “All of these I have
observed from my youth.” When Jesus heard this he said to him, “There is still one thing left for
you: sell all that you have and distribute it to the poor, and you will have a treasure in heaven.
Then come, follow me.” But when he heard this he became quite sad, for he was very rich. Jesus
looked at him [now sad] and said, “How hard it is for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God! For it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for a rich person
to enter the kingdom of God.” Those who heard this said, “Then who can be saved?” And he
said, “What is impossible for human beings is possible for God.”

This Week’s Liturgical Schedule
Sun. 12/2
Sat. 4 p.m.
Sun. 10 a.m.
Sun. 10:40 a.m.
Sun. 11 a.m.

28th Sunday of Pentecost (pp. 133-137) Tone 3
Fr. Joseph
Sanctification and well-being of our parishioners
Fr. Rojas
Confessions
Emmanuel Moleben (Prayer Service for Philip’s Fast/Filipovka) Fr. Diodoro
Personal Intention

Mon. 12/3
8 a.m.
12 p.m.

Holy Zephaniah, Prophet (p. 366)
Personal Intention
6th Hour

Tues. 12/4
8 a.m.
12 p.m.

Holy Barbara the Great Martyr and John Damascene (p. 391)
Personal Intention
6th Hour

Wed. 12/5
8 a.m.
12 p.m.
7 p.m.
Thurs. 12/6
9 a.m.
Fri. 12/7
12:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
Sat. 12/8
9:00 a.m.

Fr. Joseph

Holy Sabbas, Venerable (p. 376)
Personal Intention
6th Hour
Great Vespers with Litija for the feast of St. Nicholas of Myra
Holy Nicholas of Myra, Archbishop (p. 274) No Sixth Hour
Personal Intention

Fr. Rojas

Msgr. Kevin
Sdcn. Paul
Fr. Diodoro
Bishop John

Holy Ambrose, Archbishop (p. 368)
Sdcn. Paul
6th Hour
Fr. David
Vesperal Vigil Liturgy for the Maternity of St. Anna [Private Intention]
Feast of the Maternity of Holy Anna, Mother of the Theotokos
Fr. Rojas
Personal Intention

Sun. 12/9
Sat. 4:00 p.m.
Sun. 8:40 a.m.
Sun. 9 a.m.

29th Sunday of Pentecost (pp. 138-142) Tone 4
Sanctification and well-being of our parishioners
Emmanuel Moleben (Prayer Service for Philip’s Fast/Filipovka)
Personal Intention

Fr. David
Msgr. Kevin

Happy Birthday to our parishioners: December 3 – JoAnn Faix
December 8 – Linda Rabayda December 11 – John Surmay 		
December 12 – Richard Grimes
December
14 – Jessica Longoria and Bert Winn
December 17 – Mary Alice Rabayda 		
December 18 – Sean Grimes
December 24 – Richard Hill 		
December 29 –
Ryan Grimes
Happy Anniversary to:
December 1 – Dcn. James and Josefina Danovich
December 30 - Jennifer & Tom Hettrick

Our Main Candles Shine This Week For:
Eternal Lamp: Mikitish Family			

Resurrection: Alvina Tesoniero

Special Intentions: Theresa Rojas, Vanessa Miller, Erwin Armada, Barbara Dugan, Helen

Furka, Vincent Rice, McCarthy Family, Marti Lopez, Kathleen Linkowsky, Betty Geletey, Richard Gable, Robert King, Ann Ryan, Chris Faix, Robyn Foy, Elaine Browne, Mark Chapa, Michael
Chapa, Aaron Powell, Kristian Lara, and Iliana Villegas.

Eternal Memory: +Rocco Bradenhorst, +Peggy Walsh, +Estelle Sue O’Shea, +Jin Wook Suh,
+Mildred Garr, +Anna Spencer, +Ingrid Steinbach

May the Lord rest His healing hand on His servants and hear their requests:

Mary Rabayda, Ana Ruiz, Jane Walsh, Steve Durkit, Dorothy Dumnich, Richard Reese, Chris
Balsz, Sr. Christopher OSBM, Dorothy Bezeredi, Carlene Eneroth, Fred Way, Sharon White, Nancy
Sandrock, Bob Dugan, Cathy Milko, Widad Butty, Clementina Mendoza, Nicholas Stefaniak Sr.,
Mary Popovich, Dan Palaschak, Michael Sherwood, Christina Toth, Liz Kol, Evelyn Sopiak, Nicholas Toth, Nicholas Oprendek, Dennis Milko, Karen Kol, Gabriel Papke, Audrey Bacha, Fr. Andriy
Chirovsky, Kari Hill, Kathleen Wursta, Ron Minor, Sandy Meyer, Rita Chokan, Nicholas Lewak,
Rebecca Braskie, Margaret Atwood, Lewis Fellin, Albina Tesoniero, Elizabeth Petrus,
Derrick Carlyle, Fr. Basil Hutsko and Fr. Joseph Hutsko.

Change of Schedule TODAY as SANTA CLAUS is coming to town!
Since we await St. Nicholas of Myra, the REAL Santa Claus, as the guest of honor this afternoon at our parish’s annual St. Nicholas Celebration and Dinner, we have adjusted the Divine
Liturgy to 11 a.m. this morning. All proceeds from our event after the Divine Liturgy will go
towards the Building Fund to expand our Cathedral.
Regarding the actual solemnity of St. Nicholas Day or Thursday, December 6, you are
most welcome to join us for Divine Liturgy at 9 a.m. (served by Bishop JOHN+) or for the Vigil
Liturgy with Vespers the night before on Wednesday, December 5 at 7 p.m.

Preparing for Christ’s Coming in Prayer: Friday Night Vespers
In the spirit of St. Philip’s Fast, our Byzantine Advent, we invite you to join us at Vespers
for the season on Fridays at 6 p.m. on December 14 and December 21. These Vespers provide
us with an opportunity to engage in the additional prayer we are called to offer God as part of
preparing our hearts, heads, and homes for the coming of Christ at Christmas.

On Friday, December 7 at 7 p.m., there will be a Vigil Liturgy with Vespers to celebrate the Maternity of St. Anna, the mother of the Theotokos, whose feast day is Saturday, December 8, which we
will celebrate with a Divine Liturgy at 9 a.m. At a time when our country is in need of sustained
prayer, your participation at these liturgies would be a suitable offering to God for St. Philip’s Fast
as well as paying honor to the Theotokos and St. Anna, the grandmother of our Lord Jesus Christ.

CARING FOR THESE CARERS: Special Collection NEXT Sunday for our Retired

Religious

In making and then living their vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience in service to God
and His Church, our retired religious brothers and sisters, monks, friars, and nuns have provided
so much care and service to generations of Catholics of East and West in our country and elsewhere. Now that they are elderly, frail, or sickly, let us remember them by providing for their worthy care. Kindly and prayerfully make your generous gift at our special collection for the Retired
Religious on December 8 and 9 at our Cathedral. Thank you in advance!
IN TWO WEEKS, learn to sing and chant in the Byzantine way!
Please note that a workshop will be made available to you Sunday, December 16 to learn
more about our beautiful and venerable Byzantine chant. Kindly stay in our cathedral after Divine
Liturgy on these dates to listen, learn, and let go your voice to the Lord! Perhaps we can identify a
future cantor or chorister or two to keep our Byzantine chant going.

WE CAN HELP YOU GET THE GIFT THAT JESUS WANTS
FOR HIS BIRTHDAY!
As we clean our homes, complete cards and e-mails, scrutinize our decorations, organize
menus and invitations, and seek bargains and deals for the presents that we aim to give (and hope
to receive) on Christmas Day, let us remember first and always to keep Our Lord Jesus Christ and
HIS Birthday as the first focus of our preparations this Philip’s Fast! If we are committed Byzantine Catholics, our approach should be seen as CHRIST is the REASON for the SEASON, as the
Knights of Columbus strive to remind us. At the top of our list for gifts should then be the gift that
we would make to the Incarnation on His Birthday.

What gift would the God-Man possibly want or seek from you or me?
The answer is a clean heart and soul to dwell in! Christ wishes to be born anew in you and
me this Christmas. For that to happen, however, let us do better than the inn-keepers at Bethlehem who denied Him and the Holy Family among themselves. CONFESSION, also known as the

Mystery of Repentance, is the way Christ Himself gave us to cleanse us of our sins and to restore
us to become indwellings of the Holy Trinity, to become ready for the gift OF God FROM God this
Christmas!
Together, our Eastern Catholic priests in the Phoenix area are making themselves available
to help YOU give to Jesus the gift that HE wants for Christmas with the following events!
•
Saturday, December 8 at 6:30 p.m. at St. John of the Desert Church (Melkite), 3718 East
Greenway Road, Phoenix. Vespers with confessions available before, during, and afterwards.
•
Friday, December 14 at 7 p.m. at St. Thomas the Apostle Church (Byzantine), 19 West
Bruce Avenue, Gilbert. Vespers with confessions available before, during, and afterwards.
•
Wednesday, December 19 at 7 p.m. here at our Cathedral. Vespers with confessions available before, during, and afterwards.
If neither this schedule nor our usual times for confessions (please see back cover of this bulletin)
are possible for you, then kindly call our Parish Office at (602) 943-5379 and speak to any of the
priests to make an appointment. Part of the mission of our priests is to bring you to Christ and
they would be pleased to help you return to a state of grace!

ALMOST GONE: Tasty Pirohi & Nut, Apricot, Poppy Seed, and Date Nut Rolls!
Order forms are available on line at www.stsbcc.org or stop by the parish hall after Divine Liturgy
(until 10:30 a.m., look for Dolores Sugent or Joanie Mahar or at other times call Mrs. Sugent at
480/991-1856, Ms. Mahar at 602/920-0607, or the Parish Office at (602) 943-5379. Another alternative is to inquire at the Parish Office during the week during business hours. Pirohi are $10 a
dozen and our rolls are at $12 each (nut and date nut) and $10 each (apricot and poppy seed).
SPIRITUAL READING FOR PHILIP’S FAST by our own Fr. David Petras (The Feast of Light)

Helping us with the Divine Liturgy from time to time is Very Rev. David Petras, an Archpriest whose expertise on liturgy and our Byzantine faith has been published in books and newspapers as well as being imparted to seminarians for decades. As you look for spiritual reading in
these days of St. Philip’s Fast, then Christmas, Theophany, and the Meeting of our Lord, it may
interest you to know that a Kindle E-book of Fr. Petras’ daily meditations is FREE and that his
soft-cover book is available for $9.99 from Amazon.com As you enter “David Petras Feast” at that
website, perhaps you may find that Fr. Petras can help you to see the brilliant light of Christ during
these short days of winter!

A GREAT RESOLUTION FOR NEXT YEAR: RESERVE A LITURGY FOR
YOUR INTENTIONS
Upon reserving a Divine Liturgy (or in Great Lent, the Liturgy of the Pre-Sanctified) for
your particular intentions, that act of divine worship is associated firstly with your intentions united with the prayer of everyone who attends the Liturgy! Although many people reserve intentions
for their loved ones who have fallen asleep in the Lord, a Liturgy most certainly may be offered
for the living such as the healing or recovery of a sick person, thanksgiving for an anniversary or
blessing received or favor granted, blessings on someone’s birthday, in honor of the Theotokos or a
particular saint, for peace in the world or a particular country, in reparation for something, for the
sanctification of someone, etc. Reserving a Liturgy for the faithful departed is perfectly consistent
with Sacred Scripture (cf. 2 Macc 12:43-46) and with the Apostolic Tradition as well as our Byzantine customs.
If you have questions as to whether a Liturgy may be served for a particular intention that
you have in mind, please contact one of our priests. Should you reserve the intention in time, we
publish the intention in our bulletin and, upon request, Liturgy Intention cards are available for
the deceased and for the living. Even for someone who seems to have everything, reserving a Liturgy for him or her is an excellent gift, not only for this life but also may well be for the hereafter!
Kindly call the Rectory at (602) 943-5379 to inquire on the availability of a date and further details
such as the customary stipend donated for the intention. There are still intentions available for
2018!

SAVE AN ORNAMENT TO DECORATE OUR PARISH’S CHRISTMAS TREE
Towards the end of St. Philip’s Fast, as our families and parishioners commence adorning
their homes with Christmas trees and decorations, we ask everyone to please set aside one ornament for the tree due to be placed at your second home, our Cathedral. We thank the three families that have responded so far and we look forward to more from you all. Thanks in advance!
In addition, we encourage all parishioners to look into the St. Vincent de Paul charity on the
subject of helping or even adopting poor and needy families with their Christmas too. That would
make a lovely gift for Our Lord Jesus on His birthday!

BECOME A BIG CHEESE: Bags of Shredded Cheddar Cheese for our Foodies
For those people who cannot get enough of cheese, we are pleased to make available to
you our overstock of shredded cheddar cheese in five-pound bags for $15 each (at merely $3 per
pound). Kindly contact Joanie Mahar at (602) 920-0607 or Dolores Sugent at (480) 991-1856 if
you are interested. Sales are of five-pound bags only and bags will not be broken up into smaller
quantities.

STARTING 2019 WELL: Reserve your HOUSE BLESSINGS now!
In the Byzantine-Ruthenian Catholic tradition, it is customary to have homes blessed by
priests in conjunction with the Feast of the Theophany of the Lord on January 6. Upon timely request, our priests will bless homes from January 6 to 31. Should you wish your house, apartment,
or condominium to be blessed, kindly complete the form that will be distributed in the following weeks and place it in one of the offering baskets no later than Sunday, December 23 so that a
schedule may be set forth.

ANALYSIS OF ATTENDANCE AND COLLECTIONS OF NOV. 24 and 25
Sat. 4 p.m. + Sun. 9 a.m. → Sunday Attendance: 17 + 132 = 149
Tithes: $1,130.71 + Offerings by mail: $345 + Offerings via Credit Card: $410 + Candles: $48.26
+ Christmas Flowers: $135 + Sunday Social: $8 + Turkey Purchase Downtown: $50 + St. Nicholas
Holy Day: $50 + Gift Shop: $17 = Total: $1,885.71
24 of 133 registered families donated tithes this weekend.
“For where your treasure is, there will your heart lie also.” Mt 6:21

Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory to Him Forever!		
Slava Isusu Christu! Slava na Viki!
			
¡Gloria a Jesucristo! ¡Gloria por siempre!

KEEPING CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS AS BYZANTINE CATHOLICS

1. Go to Church
One simple yet profound way to keep the focus on the Nativity this year is to attend church together as a family. You can attend the Vigil Vesper Liturgy on Christmas Eve or the Divine Liturgy on
Christmas Day. There is something simultaneously solemn and joyful about the Byzantine Catholic Nativity liturgy.
2. Read the Christmas Story
Reading the Christmas story from the Gospels of Matthew and Luke is another simple way to
remember the reason for the holy day. Our family reads the story from both gospels and from a
children’s Bible. We sit around the fireplace and revel in this moment of quiet, pondering the deep
mystery of our faith: God himself became man and dwelt among us.
3. Pray Together as a Family
Taking the time to pray together as a family in your icon corner sends a powerful message to your
children. You could pause and say the Morning Prayers before or after you open presents. Or,
you can come together for Evening Prayers before you have pie and coffee and play games at night.
Each child can hold an icon (making sure that one holds the Nativity icon) for the adults to venerate. Whatever you do, be sure to lead your family in praying to the God who became flesh for us.
4. Greet Each Other in English with “Christ is Born!” (Or “Christos Razdajetsja!” in Rusyn or
“!Cristo ha nacido!” in Spanish)
In the Byzantine Catholic Church, we have responsive greetings for most feast days. Most people
know the greeting for Pascha where one person says, “Christ is risen!” and the other responds,
“Indeed he is risen!” There is a similar greeting for Nativity. One person will say, “Christ is born!”
and the other will respond, “Glorify Him!” (or in Rusyn, “Slavite Jeho!”, or in Spanish, “!Glorifiquemosle!”). We taught our children this response at a very early age, and they love saying it
over and over on Christmas. We can be opening presents, eating dinner, or playing with toys and
someone will cry, “Christ is born!” Everyone else joyfully calls, “Glorify Him!” What a beautiful,
and enthusiastic, way to remember the birth of Christ on Christmas.
5. Create a Nativity Scene
Many families also have a nativity scene (preferably an icon) in their homes throughout the festal
season. Why not consider letting the children make their own nativity scene. This could be a
simple paper scene where children draw and then cut out each figure and place it on a poster of a
cave. What a wonderful family project for the 12 days of Christmas!
6. Research a person from the Nativity story
Older children can study the life and story of one person from the Nativity narrative and then
share their findings with the family. They could research Caesar Augustus, St. Joseph, the wise
men, etc. to find out more about them. This may include looking at Scriptures, at church tradition,
and on the Internet.

SPECIAL SPONSORS
This space is available for advertisements to help subsidize the cost of the bulletin. If you know of a
business and/or an organization that would like to advertise in our bulletin please contact Fr. Diodoro for promotional rates. Thank you.
Vital Biz Group, PLLC		
Strategies for Today’s Business
Scottsdale AZ 85258

480-526-7909 Office
602-577-4991 Cell

Nicholas Stefaniak III, CPA
info@vitalbizgroup.com
www.vitalbizgroup.com

************************************************************************************************
LOUIE’S ULTRA CLEANERS
WWW.LOUIESULTRACLEANERS.COM
Eco-friendly Dry Cleaning/ Alterations & Repairs/ Wedding Gown Preservation
Leather & Suede/ Household Items
4410 W. Union Hills Dr. Glendale, AZ 85308
(623) 582-4470
10855 N. Tatum Blvd. Phoenix AZ 85028
(480) 991-9910

Twenty-Eighth Sunday After Pentecost			
December 2, 2018
Glory to Jesus Christ!
Glory to Him Forever!
Welcome to Saint Stephen Byzantine Catholic Cathedral. We are delighted that you have come to pray
with us. Our Church follows the teachings of Jesus Christ as found in the Gospel and passed on to us
through the teachings of the Holy Apostles and Holy Tradition. We are in communion with Pope Francis,
the Bishop of Rome.
Saint Stephen’s Byzantine Catholic Cathedral
8141 North 16th Street, Front				
Sunday Divine Liturgy
Phoenix, Arizona 85020-3950
Saturday 4:00 PM
Weekday Services
Office: 602.943.5379 Fax 602.997.4093		
Sunday 9:00 AM 		
See Bulletin
Website www.stsbcc.org 			
Confessions: Sat. 3:00- 3:45 pm & Sun. 8:00 - 8:45 am
Served by:
His Grace, Most Rev. John S. Pazak, C.Ss.R., Bishop
His Grace, Most Rev. Gerald N. Dino, S.E.O.D., Bishop Emeritus
Very Rev. Diodoro Mendoza, Rector – rector@ephx.org
Rev. Joseph Hutsko, Vice-Rector – frhutsko@ephx.org
Rev. Arthur Rojas, Parochial Vicar - frrojas@ephx.org and Msgr. Kevin McAuliffe, In Residence
Very Rev. Archpriest David M. Petras, Retired
Deacon John Montalvo - Deacon James Danovich - Deacon Adam Lowe – Subdeacon Paul Kilroy
Parish Advisory Council Served by:
Parish Finance Council Served by:
Peyton Becktold Jennifer Hetrick Mary Beth Foster
Julie Pete Karen Ratliff Nicholas Stefaniak III
Jessica Kostyun Joanie Mahar Basil Rabayda Ann Zlamal Dolores Sugent John Surmay Msgr. KevinMcAuliffe

Who Was Saint Nicholas?
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